Bik and Bak induce apoptosis downstream of CrmA but upstream of inhibitor of apoptosis.
Recent studies have identified a number of cell death pathway components. In this study, we describe the role that two such components, Bik and Bak, play in initiating the apoptotic program. These Bcl-2 family members engage the death pathway downstream of the block imposed by the serpin CrmA, but upstream of the block initiated by cellular inhibitors of apoptosis, which are a family of molecules characterized by a conserved baculovirus inhibitor of apoptosis repeat motif. Distal death pathway components activated by Bik and Bak are similar to those activated by the CD-95 (Fas/Apo1) and tumor necrosis factor death receptors.